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| Photo by Marjorie McNairn 
The Pacific Crest Trail in the News: 
Two short programs about the Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) 


The Trinity Divide: A Partnership to Protect the Pacific Crest Trail 

This is the story of an extraordinary partnership. Non-profits, federal agencies, local communities 
and a timber company found common ground to protect more than 10,000 acres of land and 17 
miles of the PCT that was previously on private property. It is now in public ownership and 
permanently protected. The Trinity Divide is a unique area with 35 rare plants west of Mt. Shasta 
and Weed. 


Walking with Wildflowers: Monitoring Pacific Crest Trail Communities as Climate Changes 
This 1s another program of cooperation between the American Phenology Association, National 
Park Service, professors from the University of California Berkeley, the University of Florida and 
citizen scientists. Using observations by citizen scientist hikers and backpackers the goal is to 
monitor plant phenology along the PCT in order to determine the responses of plant species to 
changing climate conditions. It will further the understanding of how plants use seasonal cues to 
time flowering. 


Before the presentation begins we'll have a short discussion about the topics that interest 
you, our members and friends. 


Marjorie has hiked the PCT from Rock Creek six miles south of Mt. Whitney to Canada and maintains an 
active interest in its welfare. She has held a number of Executive Board Positions for Mount Lassen Chapter 
since 1985, and after 35 years has retired from teaching nutrition for Butte College. 
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Officers & Chairs for 2020 


Officers 


President NANCY PRAIZLER (530)592-8078 
praizlermom@gmail.com 
DEB HALFPENNY (831)595-7615 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 
KAREN SMITH (404) 242-8575 
birds4 ks@gmail.com 


ANNE FERRY 


Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


Past President PAUL MOORE 
pmoore@csuchico.edu 


(530) 343-4287 


Members at Large 


HESH KAPLAN 
(530) 892-9938 


heshlak@gmail.com 


MARJORIE MCNAIRN 
(530) 343-2397 


mlmcnairn@aol.com 


DAVID POPP 
(530) 990-3703 


davidpopppp@gmail.com 


Note from the editor: 


Chairs 


Alice Heckler Native Plant Garden 
Chapter Council Delegate Pro Tem 
Conservation OPEN 


Education 
justinedevoe@gmail.com 


Events 
ngroshong47@ gmail.com 


Field Trips 
mlmcnairn@aol.com 


Horticulture 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 


Hospitality 
rwceanfield@aol.com 
Invasive Plants OPEN 


Membership / Mailing 
cmueller111(@gmail.com 


Newsletter Editor 
johnccnd@gmail.com 


Publicity 
wildflowermaven@comcast.net 


Volunteer Recognition 
mlmcnairn@aol.com 


OPEN 
OPEN 


Website Administrator 


Yahi Trail Maintenance 


Deb Halfpenny 
Woody Elliott 


Justine Devoe 
(530) 917-7891 


Nancy Groshong 
(530) 228-4670 


Marjorie McNairn 
530) 343-2397 


Deb Halfpenny 
(831) 595-7615 


Roxane Canfield 
(530) 891-0427 


Chris Mueller 


John Whittlesey 
(530) 774-4955 


Cindy Weiner 
(530) 588-1906 


Marjorie McNairn 
(530) 343-2397 


Appropriate perhaps that as we enter a new year and a new decade the Mt. 
Lassen Chapter is making a bold move in experimenting with our first color issue 
of The Pipevine. The intention of having the newsletter printed in color is to better 
highlight the photography and to create a more dynamic newsletter. Change is not 
easy and while we will miss seeing the folded green paper in our mailboxes we 
believe the new colorful Pipevine will be equally welcome. We owe Robert Fischer 
our collective thanks for fronting the cost for this first newsletter which provides 
the opportunity for members to see how they like it. The MLC board will make the 
decision for future issues from here on out. | would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Denise Devine for all her years at creating an always attractive, creatively 
designed newsletter month after month, year after year - an impressive legacy. 
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Letter from the President 


Dear members and friends of Mount Lassen Chapter, 


As the new President of the Mount Lassen Chapter of CNPS I am honored to lead 
your local organization and follow in the footsteps of past presidents. They have 
done a marvelous job putting on events like garden tours, leading hikes, managing 
native gardens, and more. As we begin a new year I look forward to meeting many 
of you and ask for your ideas about how we can be relevant to you in the coming 
year. We are a local group serving the communities of Butte, Glenn, Tehama, and 
Plumas Counties. Please feel free to send your ideas and suggestions to us at 
npraizler2020@gmail.com or by mail to P.O. Box 4067, Chico, 95927. Thank you. 


We have ambitious plans and would love to have you actively join our fine group. 
Woody and Ann Elliott have done so many jobs in our chapter and are transitioning 
to a new locale. As we wish them well we need volunteers to fill their positions. 
Woody has managed our beautiful website and now it is time to relieve him with a 
new person who would like to take on that interesting task. There are other 
opportunities to become an active member. I you'd like to interact with a nice group 
of people and our local environs in a new way, join us. Send us an email or letter 
and let’s talk! 


I want to thank our most recent past president, Paul Moore, and his predecessors Woody Elliott, Catie Bishop and 
many others who have guided this group over the years. We are fortunate to have had these and other dedicated 
people serve on our board, chair committees, and volunteer. Their energy seems boundless and I’m amazed at 
what a group of people can do. They’ve led hikes, put on garden tours, managed a native plant garden, presented 
and provided snacks at general meetings, reached out to you via information tables at community events, prepared 
our newsletter, managed our website, publicized our events and created stunning handouts, kept us up to date on 
local environmental issues, judged at the Chico Science Fair, put on the Wildflower Show, and more. Wow! 


As you can see you are part of an active organization and as we enter this year we have new members taking on 
new roles. I welcome our new board members and look forward to working with them. They are Vice-President 
Deb Halfpenny, Secretary Karen Smith, Treasurer Anne Perry, members-at-large Hesh Kaplan, Marjorie 
MeNairn, and David Popp. Some of our members wear more than one hat and also chair a specialty. Our new and 
continuing chairs are Justine Devoe - Education, Nancy Groshong - Events, Marjorie McNairn — Field Trips and 
Volunteer Recognition, Deb Halfpenny — Horticulture and chair of the Alice B. Heckler Native Plant Garden, 
Roxane Canfield — Hospitality, Christine Mueller — Membership, John Whittlesey — Newsletter/Pipevine Editor, 
Cindy Weiner — Publicity. The next time you see them, let them know you appreciate what they do. 


I joined Mount Lassen Chapter 6 years ago and because I took that step I’ve made new friends and met interesting 
people. They’ve provided me with opportunities to challenge myself and taught me much. Because of this group 
I’ve learned about native plants, replaced a lawn with native plant landscaping, taken on new roles and have been 
inspired. I started gardening with a small patch of Nasturtiums when I was 16. Now I have a yard certified by our 
friends at the Audubon society as a neighborhood habitat. The Native Plant Society has taken me on this journey. 
It’s been enjoyable. I hope you'll join us and grow too. 


Best wishes, 
Nancy Praizler 
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Wildflower Sojourns in Northern California 


-Kathy LaShure 


For years my mother used to ask me “Don’t you want to 
visit Europe?” And I always answered “But I haven’t 
finished exploring California yet.” I still haven’t finished. 


Rich and I started exploring California’s rich diversity of 
landscapes on hiking trails in the mid-1980’s. For many 
years we hiked and camped in Southern and Eastern 
California’s deserts and mountains. There were a few trips 
up the coast as far as Mendocino 
County and one fantastic week-long 
trip to Mt. Lassen National Park in 
1989. But mostly we tramped trails 
in SoCal’s Transverse Ranges, 
mostly the San Gabriel Mountains 
and the Eastern Sierra. At first we 
were drawn by the scenery but after I 
joined CNPS in 1991 I started 
paying attention to the flora. Our 
pace got slower as I stopped for 
more and more flowers photos. I 
purchased used copies of Philip 
Munz’ two big floras, followed by 
the 1993 The Jepson Manual and 
later Jepson IT. We wore out several 
hiking guidebooks and paper maps in 
those pre-internet/app days. 


Then in Jan. 2017 we moved to Chico, ready in retirement 
to explore more of Northern California. Once the boxes 
were unpacked I started collecting guidebooks and maps 
and searching interesting websites, blogs and Instagram 
accounts for potential locations. 


Of course, we’ve gone on excellent 
CNPS Chapter field trips here 
(thank you Marjorie!) but we’ve 
also been out on day-trips on our 
own, both hiking and driving, and 
we've done multi-day explorations 
too, either with our little travel 
trailer or staying in rental houses. 
It’s been great fun to be out and 
about and learning new flora. Here 
are some of my favorites. 


North Table Mountain had been on my “must-see” list for 
years and I’m sure it’s a favorite for many of you. We 
visited it four times over our first spring. But how many of 
you have been to Hog Lake, another vernal pool, east of 
Red Bluff? I learned of its existence from one of Vern 
Oswald’s Florulae that are down- loadable from CSUChico 
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Penstemon rydbergii v. oreocharis at Plaskett Meadows 


Herbarium’s website (https://www.csuchico.edu/ 
herbarium/studies/vern-oswald/index.shtml). Its 5300 acres 
are part of the BLM’s Sacramento River Bend Outstanding 
Natural Area. I almost hesitate to write about Hog Lake 
because it’s very little visited. We’ve been there multiple 
times the past three springs, each time exploring a bit more 
and finding more interesting plants. 
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Sometimes we do some off-season exploring just to get 
better acquainted with roads. Such was the case with Hwy 
162/FH7 that leads into Mendocino National Forest. Late 
May was perfect for exploring the 
lower elevations with some surprising 
blooms like a patch of Jris fernaldii 
hiding under roadside shrubs. By July 
we could drive all the way to Plaskett 
Meadows, spending hours poking 
around the several habitats and 
listening to the very audible murmur 
of thousands of bumblebees working 
the sea of Meadow penstemon 
(Penstemon rydbergii v. oreocharis). 


I’ve shared just a tiny sample of the 

wonderful places we’ve been. Expect to 

read about other adventures in future newsletters. 

December’s rainy weather has meant unfolding some maps 

again. I’m researching Mt Diablo and BLM Red Hills 

ACEC for spring 2020 visits. There’s no chance of getting 
bored with California flora! 
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... Heaven in a Wild Flower... 


Flowers of the MLC 


Mount Lassen Chapter 


Robert Fischer 


STEER’S HEAD 


Dicentra uniflora — longhorn steer’s-head. In California, under the Jepson Authority, this genus is lumped in with 
Papaveraceae (Poppy Family), but visually this is difficult to relate to. Other authorities break it out as a Poppy Sub- 
Family called Fumarioideae (Bleedingheart Family). Here the irregular flowers with 4 petals and 2 sepals have a similar 
appearance throughout the included genera. The name Dicentra derives from a Greek word that means twice spurred. Note 
the inflated pouch at the base of the outer 2 petals. The inner 2 petals are adherent at their tips and create the nose-looking 
portion of the flower. This 4-inch-tall plant grows from a tuber in gravelly, higher elevation soils of the Western U.S., 
flowering as the snow melts back. It arises, flowers, sets fruit, and disappears in a very short period. Several far larger 
native species are used as common horticultural plantings i.e. western bleeding-heart (D. formosa) and golden eardrops. 
(D. chrysantha) This picture was taken along Humboldt Road a few miles west of Butte Meadows. 


“To see a World in a Grain of Sand 
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower 
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand 
And Eternity in an hour....” 
William Blake 


Photo by Robert Fischer 
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January Field Report 


Marjorie McNairn 


NEW YEAR at the MAIDU SHELTER 


It was overcast on the first day of the new decade, 
though that did not dampen the enthusiasm of the 18 
who went to view the Maidu shelter and nearly 70 (I 
counted them!) rock mortars in the bedrock floor. Some 
mortars were worn out at the edge of the rock where part 
of the wall was eroded. They must have been used for a 
very long time, and new, shallow ones were in the 
process of being formed. During lunch break at the 
shelter the discussion turned to Maidu talk and how the 
Maidu tended the land. An anthropologist from 
Sacramento told us in 1955 documentation, a tribal elder 
explained to Forest Service personnel the forests were 
being managed in a way that would result in large fires 
in the future. A retired Chico attorney added that recently 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the U.S. National Forest 
had entered into an agreement with the Plumas National 
Forest for the Mechoopda Maidu to manage the tribal 
lands in a more traditional manner. The 
purpose of the agreement is to allow the 
cooperation between the parties and to 
complete fuel assessments and 
treatments across the tribal lands. 


Only two blooming plants were 
observed on the sunny hillside. 
Gumweed (Grindelia camporum) and 
rosinweed (Calycadenia truncata). We 
returned along the Yahi trail and in the 
riparian woodland we found no flowers, 
not manzanita (Arctostaphylos sp.), 
California bay laurel (Umbellularia 
californica) nor even the early 
milkmaids (Cardamine californica), 
which are usually blooming by late 
January. We identified leafless redbud 


(Cercis occidentalis) by many dark red seed pods still 
hanging on the branches, and the bare stalks of mock 
orange (Philadelphus lewisii) by its unique growth habit. 
Greenbriar (Smilax californica), was identified without 
leaves by their prickly spines, and the vines of pipevine 
(Aristolochia californica) by its seed pods. By now 
everyone could identify dormant poison oak 
(Toxicodendron diversilobum). We identified blue oak 
(Quercus douglasii), valley oak (Quercus lobata), 
interior live oak (Quercus wislizenii) and one lone 
canyon live oak (Quercus chrysolepis). The two conifers 
on our side of the creek were gray pine (Pinus 
sabiniana) and yellow pine (Pinus ponderosa). We could 
see those same conifers on the creek’s south bank, and 
also incense cedar (Calocedrus decurrens). As we 
headed for the cars, the sun emerged from the clouds and 
promised a good year ahead. 
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Maidu Walk 


photo by Karen Smith 
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February Field Trips 


Fern Cliff and Beyond 
Middle Bidwell Park 
February 8 Saturday 


Meet at 10 am at the Middle Bidwell Park trailhead where 
Centennial Ave and Chico Canyon Road join at their east ends. 
Wear sturdy shoes and cool weather gear. We will walk for about 
a mile along the south side of Big Chico Creek and a ways further 
upstream looking at ferns and allies alongside the cliffs. We hope 
to see many of the ferns of Bidwell Park. Ends at noon. Rain 
cancels. Leader Marjorie 530-343-2397 


Doon Grade 
East Magalia Area 


February 22, Saturday Fritillaria affinis South Rim Trail Bidwell Park 
Photo by John Whittlesey 


Meet at Park & Ride Chico at 9 am with lunch, water, sturdy shoes, a flashlight, and trekking poles 
if you use them. Doon Grade, named after Mike Doon, who built a sawmill in the area in 1869, is 
the old railroad line to Stirling City. We will be walking about 3 miles round trip far above the 
Little West Fork of the West Branch of the Feather River at least as far as a collapsed tunnel, and 
perhaps a half mile further to see large old growth logs abandoned beside what had been the old 
track. See banks of woodwardia ferns still growing despite some burned areas. Canceled by rain 
or recent rains. Leader: Marjorie 530 343-2397 


Chico Creek Nature Center 
California Naturalist Certification Course 


Outdoor enthusiasts, ecology buffs and student scientists alike are encouraged to register for the 2020 
California Naturalist Certification Course at the Chico Creek Nature Center. Classes will be held 
Wednesdays from March 25 through May 13 from 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM in the Chico Creek Nature 
Center classroom located at 1968 East Eighth Street in Chico. Four required field days will be held 
Saturdays from 8:30 AM to 3:00PM in Bidwell Park at the Big Chico Creek Ecological reserve and the 
neighboring areas. 


Early registration period ends Feb. 6 and the final registration deadline is March 12. A limited 
number of scholarships are available. For more on the California Naturalist Certification Course, 
please visit Chico Area Recreation and Park District’s Website at Chicorec.com/california- 
naturalist-certification or call the Chico Creek Nature Center at 530-895-4711 
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Designing the Native Garden 


Deb Halfpenny 


Part 4 - The Human Factor 


Continuing with our discussion about designing your 
native garden, we are now at a phase that can be a 
challenge for many people, and that we can jokingly refer 
to as the "self evaluation" phase: honestly knowing your 
garden needs from wants, your budget, your available time, 
and your physical abilities. 


Typical urban & suburban lots can be small and your 
native garden will likely have to simultaneously serve 
several functions for you. For example, my newly planted 
native garden, currently relegated to a large corner of my 
lot, must also function as my dog's frisbee zone. Yours may 
have to function as an eating, cooking, and entertainment 
area, or surround an active swimming pool or play area. 
Combinations of functions are often doable and fun, if 
culturally compatible, but there comes a point where an 
over-abundance of wants will not combine successfully or 
fit into small lots. Tempting garden ideas abound in books, 
magazines, TV shows, and websites, but I recommend that 
you avoid those. Your garden style will develop according 
to your unique personal tastes, your needs, the architecture 
of your house, and the character of your land. Whether you 
design your garden yourself, or have it done professionally, 
listing your dreams and the needs you have for your garden 
will help you incorporate or exclude them from your final 
design. 


The quickest way to pare your dream list 1s to learn how 
much each item will cost to construct or purchase. Always 
works for me! Having a budget for your garden project will 


Floral Native Nursery 
14388 Meridian Road 
Chico CA 95973 
(530) 892-2511 


www.theplantbarn.com 
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help you decide whether to delete elements, to build them 
in phases as money is available, or if your budget is ample, 
to hire professionals to do the work for you. Your budget 
should also take into account the cost of maintaining your 
garden over time (water, pool & garden services, tree 
trimming, etc.). 


Budgeting also applies to your time. If your time is limited, 
perhaps you will want to hire some help installing and 
maintaining your landscape, or if you have patience, to do 
the work yourself slowly over time. If you choose to do all 
of the work yourself, how is your strength and endurance? 
Do you feel adequately informed to do some construction, 
build an irrigation system, and the like? 


These are important things to keep in mind while planning 
your garden. An often overlooked factor is your partner, if 
you have one. Are you in agreement about all of the above 
factors? More than once, I've had a design project stall 
because partners had not really talked. Now it is one of the 
first questions I ask homeowner clients. 


So, dream big, but be reflective and honest with yourself, 
and understand that money does not make a beautiful 
garden. (Ok, it helps a lot!) It's the creativity and 
uniqueness you bring to your outdoor living space that will 
make it special and functional for you. 


Denise Kelly 


Owner 


406 Entler Avenue 
Chico, CA 95928 
530 345-3121 
FAX 345-5354 


flowerfloozie@sbcglobal.net 
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Observations in the Company of Flowers 


John Whittlesey 


Pleasure Garden / Outdoor Classroom 


‘The Berms’ as we call them were planted in the fall of 
2018. The motivation behind their construction was the 
abundance of 4 species (and one other occasional visitor) 
of bumble bees in the garden that summer. It felt very 
crowded in the garden. So in the open land below the 
house towards the creek where the nursery once thrived, 
we constructed 8 interlocking crescent shaped raised beds 
ranging in size from 25’ x 10’ to 15’ x 6’. Plant selection 
was with 75% native plants, the caveat being, they needed 
to survive with little water and cohabit the land with 
roaming deer. The berms have been a wonderful addition 
to the homestead — providing much pleasure and a space 
to observe and enjoy a wide variety of flower visitors. 


Here are a few some highlights from 2019: 


Flies (Diptera)— As 
usual when you 
observe flowers 
closely, the diverse 
world of flies 
becomes apparent. 
There are far more 
than we realize 
spending time on 
flowers. They are 
often very 
photogenic and on 
occasion can look like something else. Such as a bumble 
bee mimic - Eristalis flavipes looking very much like a 
bumble bee, even buzzing like one. But when one looks 
closely, the big eyes and short antennae are features that 
indicate it is a fly and not a bee. I’d never seen the small 
fly with a plump orange abdomen in the garden before, 
Gymnosoma, is one of the tachinid flies that are parasitic 
on stink bugs. Cylindromyia, another of the parasitic 
Tachinadae was ubiquitous this year, often seen on the 
native mint, Pychnanthemum californica and the 
buckwheat Eriogonum. fasciculatum, with its red spiky 
abdomen often pointed 
straight up. It is also 
parasitic on stink bugs 
and some moths. 


There were a couple of 
magical highlights in this 
first season of the berms. 
And as is often the case 
in pleasant surprises, they 
were very unexpected. Of 
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course discovering a 
nesting colony of Van 
Dyke’s bumble bee, 
which I wrote about in 
the October issue of 
The Pipevine was the 
big highlight for me. 
Another was seeing, 
identifying and 
photographing the 
Queen butterfly in late 
August. Apparently 
the most northern 
recorded observation of this southwestern US resident. 
And such a beautiful butterfly it is with the white spots on 
the copper colored wings like constellations. 


And one August evening 
at dusk just strolling 
though the berms I 
caught a glimpse of a 
hawkmoth on the native 
Salvia ‘Winnifred 
Gilman’. Once my eyes 
adjusted to the 
dimming crepuscular 
light, I kept seeing 
more, five ,then seven and soon there were well over a 
dozen.As it grew darker the moths silently kept appearing, 
seemingly out of nowhere visiting a number of salvia 
flowers. It was magical. 


There is always something 
to see in the community of 
critters attracted to 
flowers. To amble around 
the berms is to be 
immersed in life and all its 
connections. To stop and 
watch wasps, flies, bugs, 
beetles, bees, butterflies, 
moths, predators and prey, 
all in the company of 
flowers provides me with 
endless pleasure and an abundance of learning 
opportunities. 
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Paintbrush along the PCT photo by Marjorie McNairn 


Membership Form 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 


I wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter 


State __ o 
Email 


Send Membership Application to: 


California Native Plant Society Student / Fixed Income 


Attn: Membership Individual 
2707 K Street, Suite 1 Plant Lover 
Sacramento, CA 95816-5130 Supporter 


For memberships for organizations or to become a 
perennial monthly sustainer contact CNPS.org 
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In Search of Fire- and Climate-Resilient 
Reforestation for Butte County Woodlands 
General Meeting 


Wolfy Rougle 
Butte County woodlands are in transition. Thanks to climate change, March 4, 2020 
high-severity fires, and 20t-century land use decisions, some Butte 
County woodlands face a real possibility of permanent type Wednesday 7 PM 
conversion to brushland (chaparral). While chaparral is beautiful and Butte C ounty Library 
biodiverse, it is a less socially acceptable vegetation type than pine í 
forest or oak woodland. Our communities face a crossroads where Chico 


we have to decide what kind of vegetation type we want to live in, 
whether our desired landscape is even achievable, and what we are 
willing to sacrifice to get there. “Letting nature decide” is not an 
option because Butte County forests have been human-maintained 
since time immemorial. The only question is how we will manage 
our woodlands. 


As a response to the Camp Fire, the Butte County Resource 
Conservation District (BCRCD) embarked on several collaborative 
projects to help local communities answer that question. The 
Concow Resilience Project is a post-Camp Fire restoration vision 
based on a collaborative consensus of what a fire- and climate- 
resilient forest might look like. (Sneak peek: it has more oaks.) The 
Butte Forest Plan will be a county-scale written inventory of forest 
conditions that doubles as a roadmap of projects to help us get to the 
forests we want to live in. Finally, BCRCD 1s also assisting the City 
of Chico with the development of its “Vegetative Fuels Management 
Plan,” a programmatic EIR document that will help the City more 
efficiently manage its parks and greenways, protect its botanical 
resources, and return good fire to the parks where it belongs. 


Wolfy Rougle is Forest Health Watershed Coordinator with the Butte 
County Resource Conservation District. She will speak about her 
work on these projects. Wolfy is a longtime botany geek and holds a 
master’s in public administration from CSU, Chico. 


The Pipevine March 


February Field Report 


Marjorie McNairn 


Exploring Fern Cliff and Annie Bidwell Trail 


This was the third year for a field trip to the Fern Cliff, with a good sized group 
still interested in attending. It was delightful to have an active member of the 
Redbud Chapter CNPS with us who shared his extensive knowledgeable of 
plants and fungi. In addition to the regular sightings of polypody, gold-backed 
fern, two different maidenhair ferns and fragile fern, most of us added wood 
fern and chain fern to the list. The highlight this year were many more 
flowering plants, including several shrubs covered with pipevine blossoms, 
many checker lilies (Fritillaria affinis), hound’s tongue just beginning to show 
some color, blooming manzanita (Arctstophylos manzanita) bushes, California 
bay laurel, California manroot, and one flower of a California buttercup. There 
were other attention-grabbers along the trail, the mallard and bufflehead ducks, 
most of whom silently paddled away as the group swelled on the shore, the 
many bikers and hikers along the Annie Bidwell Trail, and finally many 
different types of fungi. 


Fritillary affinis Photo by Marjorie McNairn 


March Field Trips 


Yahi Trail Upper 
Bidwell Park 
March 7 Saturday 


Meet at 9 am in Upper Bidwell Park at Parking Lot L (Diversion Dam) by driving the gravel road about 1.7 miles 
beyond Horseshoe Lake’s Lot E. Bring lunch, water, insect/sun protection. Wear sturdy shoes. Hike the scenic Yahi 
Trail in a majestic canyon with spectacular vistas. We expect to see and identify a variety of blooming flowers, 
including red larkspur, California poppy, purple mouse ears and the rare shied-bracted monkey-flower. The trail 
transects grassy flats, open oak savanna, slopes and canyon walls and crosses through shady and moist riparian 
woodlands. We will walk about 2 1/2 miles one way and return on the park road to lot L. Leader: Marjorie (530) 
343-2397 


Spotted Fawn Lilies in Magalia 
Lassen National Forest 
March 29 Saturday 


Meet At Chico Park & Ride west lot at 9 am with lunch, water, sturdy hiking shoes, and money for ride sharing, for a 1 
Y2 mile hike down a rough trail to the head dam at a charming spot on the West Branch of the Feather River. This 
serpentine slope offers a most spectacular display of yellow and white fawn lilies (Erythronium multiscapoideum) and 
several rare plants including Eastwood’s fritillary, dissected-leaved toothwort (which will no longer be in bloom) and 
many seedlings of McNab cypress, which have sprouted after the Camp Fire. Call for secondary meeting place. Leader: 
Marjorie (530)343-2397 
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In Appreciation of Ed Caldwell and Ann Elliott 


Catie Bishop 


At our February General Meeting Ed Caldwell and Ann 
Elliott were recognized for their generous contributions to 
the Mt. Lassen Chapter. 


Ed has been printing the Pipevine newsletter for our Chapter 
for decades. When we think about the people who make the 
running of the Chapter possible, we often think of the 
volunteers on the Board, the Committee Chairs, or those who 
staff tables. There is another person who deserves 
recognition for going the extra mile to keep the Chapter alive, 
just as important to the Chapter as the ones whose names you 
see in the Pipevine, Ed Caldwell, the man who prints the 
Pipevine. 


Ed is part of the support system behind the scenes who 
quietly and diligently take on a task that 1s indispensable. 
Not only has he done an excellent job in printing the 
Pipevine, he has done so at a reduced rate to make it 
affordable for us. When we started the Chapter, and for 
many years thereafter, we were struggling financially, as 
most local conservation organizations do. Without the help 
we received from Ed, we likely would not have been able to 
consistently produce a monthly newsletter. And the 
newsletter 1s such a vital part of an organization, bringing far- 
flung chapter people the information they need to participate. 


I don’t personally know Ed, but have heard his name so 

many times, I feel as if I do. In researching his background a 

bit I have found out that he has helped, and is helping, many local non-profit, conservation, or other organizations 
surrounding the social good including Altacal Audubon, Butte Environmental Council, and ARC of Butte County. He is a 
true supporter of community, and someone who has a big heart, putting his time and money where his heart leads. We are 
proud and grateful that he has included our Chapter in his many generous activities. 


Ann Elliott has been active with Mount Lassen Chapter since at least 2010. During that time she has worn many hats and 
served in various Chapter Board positions. She was secretary in 2013 and 2014, and still pinch-hits during a meeting 
without a secretary. 


Ann is interested in native plant gardening, adding many natives to her and her husband Woody’s own yard. She writes 
articles for the Pipevine about native plant gardening and how to replace a lawn with mostly natives. She took on the 
running of the Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden in 2015. In that time she and her occasional helpers, have transformed 
an overgrown, weedy area into a respectable native plant education garden with new all-important name tags. She 
recently turned running the garden over to Deb Halfpenny. She is involved in the organization and implementation of our 
Native Plant Garden Tours, convincing local homeowners to allow public access in order to show the range of possibilities 
in using natives in the landscape. She not only organizes, but actively participates on the day of the tour. 
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Ann has led field trips, and written field trip articles for the Pipevine. 
She is involved in the planning and execution of our Wildflower Show, 
often making and sharing herbal teas made with native plants. She has 
volunteered during the National Public Radio fund drive answering 
phones on behalf of CNPS and has helped with planning and 
preparation of State Chapter Council meetings. 


Ann is multitalented, capable, hardworking, and always has a positive 
attitude. What stands out is her willingness to take on any task. When 
no one else has raised their hand to volunteer for a given job, she will. 
She is undaunted when it comes to trying new things. Mount Lassen 
Chapter is lucky to have Ann Elliott as one of the mainstays of the 
Chapter. We give her a hearty thank-you. 
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Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden at the Chico Creek Nature Center in Bidwell Park 
Next volunteer workday March 19, 1:00pm 


After bringing order from chaos, Ann Elliott handed the management responsibilities of the garden over to Deborah 
Halfpenny in January. Because of the steady, hard work Ann and her crew of volunteers have done for the last five 
years, the garden is in excellent shape and is ready for enhancements and possible expansion. Volunteer workdays 
will continue to be held the 3rd Thursday of each month, with weekend workdays to be scheduled for interested 


people who cannot participate on weekdays. Come out, meet some like-minded people, and learn how to garden 
with native plants! 


If you are planning to attend the UC Naturalist Certification Course this spring, or are already a certified naturalist, 
any volunteer time you put in at the garden can be counted towards your yearly certification hours. 


The garden also needs some specialized help. If you are a botanist, we could use your eye to confirm the identity 
of a suspicious young tree in the garden. (It should be in full bloom now.) You can drive by the garden at your 
leisure to do this. For specifics, please contact Deb Halfpenny at debhalfcent@yahoo.com or (831) 595-7615. 


2020 Water-Wise and Habitat-Friendly Garden Tour - Sunday May 3 


Volunteers Needed 


This year's garden tour is in the planning stages. Currently, 8 gardens are slated with perhaps more to come. We are 
looking for people to volunteer as co-hosts at each site, helping the garden owners with breaks and answering 
questions. Shifts are 3 hours long, in either the morning or the afternoon. Volunteers are able to visit their assigned 
garden(s) before the event to meet the owners and familiarize themselves with the site. Help is available for anyone 
who may feel uncertain about his/her ability to answer questions but would like to participate. To volunteer, please 
contact Ann Elliott at annonfire@gmail.com. 
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Gateway Science Museum presents 


Wildflowers, Watercolor & Wonder: 


The Edward Stuhl Collection February through May, 2020. This exhibit 
showcases the botanical art of Edward Stuhl (1887—1984), a 
Hungarian-born hiker and painter who settled in the Mount Shasta 

region in the early 20th century. He spent much of his life documenting 
the flora of Northern California and surrounding regions through 
watercolor paintings. Many of these paintings are housed today by 
“California State University’s Meriam Library’s Special Collections.” Exhibition of a 
selection of his botanical watercolors in combination with plant specimens from the Chico 
State Herbarium will invite visitors to explore themes of botanical art and local and 
regional natural history. 


Bérberis 
piperiana 


Friends of the Herbarium Oregon Grape. ae 
California Plant Uses: People, Plants & Culture, 
Saturday March 28, 2020. 


Join us for a fun introduction to plant uses by tracing the beginnings of the discipline, exploring key principles and 
practices, and discussing the many relationships between plants and peoples in past and present cultures. Our emphasis 
will be on California plants, both native and naturalized, that may be used for food, medicine, cultural and spiritual 
purposes. The workshop will be led by Jenny Marr and Linnea Hanson who are both retired California botanists who 
have studied, managed and enjoyed California habitats and plants for decades. Workshop participants will have 
opportunities for hands-on experience with some techniques and methods that may be used today. Please bring a sack 
lunch and beverage and a couple small water-tight containers to take home products we’ll make in the workshop. This 
workshop will meet from 9 am to 3:30 pm with a half hour sack lunch break in 129 Holt Hall, CSU Chico. Cost is 
$45.00. Please register in advance. 

For more information about these and other upcoming workshops please contact: 

www. friendsofthechicostateherbarium.com/eventsviewcalendar/ For more information about registration please contact 
the Biology office at (530)898-5356 or sscholten@csuchico.edu 


Patrick Ranch Lecture Series 
April 2 and 9 


Patrick Ranch is hosting 2 lectures on the importance of pollinators 
and how gardeners can make their gardens more attractive to them. 
On April 2»4 John Whittlesey will present an overview of why 
pollinators are critical, and the relationship between flowers and 
flower visitors, along with ways to improve our gardens to be more 
wildlife friendly. On April 9% Rob Schlising will continue the 
discussion with a focus on native bees, their importance and how to 
encourage more bees into our gardens These lectures are to support 
the Patrick Ranch vision of building a bee/pollinator museum. 
Contact Patrick Ranch or Butte County Master Gardeners for more 
information. 


A melissodes on Grindelia 
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Peregrine Point Disc Golf Course Degrading 


Woody Elliott, Conservation Chair 


The Peregrine Point Disc Golf Course is in disrepair. Mitigation measures required to open the redeveloped disc golf course in 
2010 have languished. The Big Four (blue oak, Butte County checkerbloom, Bidwell’s knotweed, and wildflower fields) are 
not adequately protected and soil erosion continues particular on the back (north) 12 fairways. 


The Stoney Fire of July 2018, which burned nearly 1,000 acres of Upper Bidwell Park and the course, was an opportunity to 
reestablish and improve environmental protections required by CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act). The City of 
Chico made a partial effort. 


This June, the Operating Agreement for the course comes up for renewal of a third 5-year contract. In 2010, this agreement 
tasked the operators of the course, Outside Recreation Advocacy Inc. (ORAT) aka Chico Outsiders, with maintaining the 
course at no cost to the City. 


The Bidwell Park & Playground Commission (BPPC) has the Power and Duty to insure the proper management of the course. 
Other groups that have facility management agreements with the City seem in compliance, e.g. Bidwell Park Golf Course, 
CARD, Chico Equestrian Assoc., Chico (Astronomical) Observatory, and Chico Rod & Gun Club. Why should ORAI be any 
different? At the BPPC’s meeting on Monday Feb. 24, the Commission must direct dear City funds, staff time, and / or their 
partner ORAI to stop the degradation. 


Floral Native Nursery 
14388 Meridian Road 


Chico CA 95973 SA 
i T 406 Entler Avenue 
(530) 892-2511 aa i D Chico, CA 95928 al 


530 345-3121 Fi 
FAX 345-5354 


flowerfloozie@sbcglobal.net 


Owner 


1367 East Ave, Chico | 5 


www.theplantbarn.com 


LITTLE RED HEN 
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Garden Tour May 3, 2020 


Membership Form 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 


I wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter 


Send Membership Application to: 

California Native Plant Society Student / Fixed Income 
Attn: Membership Individual 

2707 K Street, Suite 1 Plant Lover 


Sacramento, CA 95816-5130 Supporter .................. . $500 


For memberships for organizations or to become a 
Perennial monthly sustainer contact CNPS.org 
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Pipevine “pe 


Newsletter of the Mount Lassen Chapter 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 


With the state of National Emergency and our world changing 
daily, at this time all meetings and field trips of the Mount ` 
Lassen Chapter are cancelled through April 7th. More than likely April 

this date will be extended, but for now this is the directive from General Meeting 
the state CNPS. For all events listed in this issue of the 

Pipevine, you are encouraged to check in ahead of time with the CANCELED 

listed contact person to find out the status of the event. 


April Field Trips 


IMPORTANT REMINDER! 
Please check with Marjorie first to see if these field trips are still happening. 


Nomlaki Trail & Thomes Creek Gorge 
Mendocino National Forest 
April 18, Saturday 


Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the Chico Park & Ride west lot. (Hwy 32/99) Bring lunch, water, sun protection, hiking shoes and 
money for ride sharing. We will travel to Corning and then west about 30 miles to the intersection of FSM4 and Mud 
Flat Road. The last two miles on Mud Flat Road may require an SUV or higher clearance vehicle. Carpooling may be 
necessary. Our hiking goal is the Thomes Creek Gorge, a distance of 8 miles round trip and 1800’ elevation loss and gain. 
You may want to go 2 miles to an overlook, 3 miles to Dead Rabbit Lake, or the entire 4 miles to the gorge. See a great 
show of Themidaceae (Brodiaea), woolly sunflower and others. The drop into the gorge is worth it for the wonderful 
downstream view of the gorge and the many lovely water-polished serpentine boulders of Thomes Creek. If there are 
recent storms it may be necessary to reschedule. Leader: Marjorie at 530-343-2397 


Vina Plains Preserve 
The Nature Conservancy 
April 26, Sunday 


Meet at Chico Park & Ride west lot (Hwy 32/99) at 9:30 am or the Vina Plains Preserve main 
gate at 10 am. Expect to see drying pools (unless we have rain), some rings of Navarettia, 
goldfields and Downingia, and several brodiaea species. This one-mile walk 1s relatively flat, but 
the surface will be un-even due to cow footprints. Bring sturdy shoes, water, hat, and 
windbreaker or raingear as needed for the day. Leader: Marjorie at 530-343-2397 
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March Field Trip - Doon Grade Adventure Marjorie McNairn 


As we walked along the old rail bed there were signs of fire including many seedlings of French broom. The terrain 
became more interesting as we passed the seeping bank of giant chain fern (Woodwardia fimbriata). Nearby we 
found our first showy flower, Arctostaphylos viscida, white leaved manzanita. And then another one, Cardamine 
breweri, Brewer’s bittercress, which is a cousin to the common February-blooming milkmaids found at lower 
elevation. Soon after, a ring-necked snake caught us by surprise while showing off its defensive behavior of coiling 
into a corkscrew and turning its red belly upward. This species is seldom seen in open areas aboveground. People 
walked right past the entrance to the collapsed rail tunnel without recognizing it and we walked on, having lunch at 
the old growth logs abandoned by Diamond Match many years ago and now charred by fire. On the way back the 
tunnel entrance was identified and the cavernous tunnel explored. A total of 70 species were recorded for this section 
of the Doon Grade railroad line 
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Wildflower Sojourns in Northern California 


Kathy LaShure 


We’ve now visited Mooreville Ridge in Plumas National Forest more than once and consider it to be a special place worthy 
of yet more visits. Emily Doe was kind enough to alert us to its allure after she completed Forest Service plant surveys there 
in 2018. As newcomers to NorCal we would never have found this 
location on our own. It’s not in any guidebooks. Even using the “What 
Grows Here” function on the CalFlora website doesn’t show many 
collections actually from the ridgetop, only surrounding areas. Though that 
will change once the collections that Emily’s team made are recorded. One 
might visit the Valley Creek Special Interest Area near the beginning of the 
access road and then wonder where the road goes. Now we know! 


The access road (21N51 is graded dirt that calls for high clearance) is off 
the Quincy-LaPorte Rd. just beyond the tiny community of American 
House. The road up the ridge skirts the upper drainages of Valley and Lost 
Creeks. On our first visit during the last week of May 2018 the way was 
lined with dense blooming Mountain Dogwood (Cornus nuttallii) — quite a 
sight to our eyes still used to the sparseness of desert landscapes. I imagine 
this road would be lovely when the Dogwoods are sporting their fall 
colors. 


Once on the ridge the Lovejoy Basalt clearings with intensely pink Broad 
Stemmed Onion (Allium platycaule) (pictured) were a sight to behold. On 
our second visit (early June 2019) the sea of Lewisia triphylla was so 
dense that one had to carefully walk on larger pieces of basalt. There was 
also color variation of this species with paler flowers on one side of the 
road and more vibrant pink ones on the other (slightly different substrate 
chemistry?). Sprinkled about the edges of the open areas were brilliant 
pink monkeyflowers (Diplacus mephiticus). The pink theme continued 
with vibrantly hued Pussytoes (Calyptridium umbellatum). Of course flowers of other colors, mainly yellow, called out to be 
noticed: Ranunulus alismifolius, Sanicula graveolens, Senecio aronicoides, Triteleia ixioides, Viola purpurea, big clumps of 
Wyethia mollis (our old friend from the San Gabriel Mountains) and more. 


Both our visits were during what would be considered spring bloom at this elevation of around 5000 feet. I’m sure trips later 
in June or in July would present many other flora. Mooreville Ridge looks across the canyon of South Fork Feather River to 
Lumpkin Ridge where in 2011 Mt. Lassen CNPS members (R. Schlising, R. Fischer, C. Weiner, K. Chess) compiled a 
Vascular Plant Checklist (https://mountlassen.cnps.org/images/florulae/rob_schisling lumpkin- 
ridge florulae 2011 07_11.pdf). I’m not a list-maker but it might be interesting for someone to make a Checklist for 
Mooreville Ridge and then compare the two. 
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In Memory of Gerry Ingco 


Gerry Ingco 
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In early March, the Mt. Lassen Chapter and our plant- 
loving community lost a warm, caring, and generous 
member. Gerry Ingco’s smile and his direct and 
inclusive way of engaging any group - from field trips, 
cm to plant sales, to chapter meetings was a welcome to 
all participants new and old. His expansive sense of 
v what it was to be an engaged citizen will be missed by 
us all. 


Gerry was active with the Mt. Lassen Chapter after 
moving to Chico in retirement. He was the Chapter’s 
pan tempa Jai _ Field Trip Co-Chair with Wes Dempsey for ten years. 
PTs bun l atin as — He planned and organized every trip with great care to 
make sure everyone would have an enjoyable, safe 
— outing and learning experience. Frequently, he scouted 
trips ahead of time with Wes to optimize routes. He 
and Wes also led campus tree tours for the general 
public at Chico State University. To aide his collecting 
grassland species for the biennial Wildflower Show, he 
built an array of trays to transport wet samples. Gerry 
loved to tell stories and presented several interesting 
programs at the Chapter’s monthly General Meeting. 


há 


Gerry’s career in forestry began at age 16, the World 
War II years; working two summers on the La Porte 
District of the Plumas National Forest, (age limits 
were lowered during the War). He served three years 
as a State Park Ranger at Tamalpais State Park, with 
temporary assignments to Big Basin, Mount Diablo, 
Samuel P. Taylor, and Tomales Bay State Parks. 


He majored in forestry and civil engineering at the University of California, Berkeley, and was a California Registered 
Professional Forester. He served 27 years with the U. S. Forest Service on the Sequoia, Cleveland, and Plumas National 
Forests. His management positions included Resources, Timber, Range, and Fire, and he retained a fire command rating 
throughout his career. 


As a Region 5 Certified Silviculturist, he located, inventoried, and evaluated privately owned giant sequoia land to be 
exchanged for land of equal value on National Forest land. In year 2000, the project resulted in the dedication of the 
328,000-acre Giant Sequoia National Monument. 


He retired from public service 1n1982. His US Forest Service and State Park careers were interrupted twice to serve as a 
combat Marine in two separate conflicts (WW II — Pacific Islands and Korea — Purple Heart.) 
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Jim & Catie Bishop: /n our Mt. Lassen Board meetings Gerry 
was always pleasant and respectful, a true gentleman. When he 
hosted one of our Board meetings at his home, he spent much of 
the day baking goodies for the Board members to enjoy during 
the meeting. He was always a gracious and welcoming host. He 
also gave several great programs at our general meetings. Our 
outstanding impression of Gerry was that he was always ready 
to be of service and helpful, always giving however he could. His 
legacy is one of contributing much to conservation in our state 
and of sharing that with many people. We are sad to lose him. 


Wes Dempsey: Gerry certainly led a full and rewarding life. He 
generously shared his substantial knowledge with all of us and 
left this world a much better place than he found it. He was a 
talented partner in our many associations and a great teacher in 
every way. 


Nancy Praizler: Gerry was an important contributor to our 
chapter and a regular attendee at our general meetings. We will 
miss his smiling face. 


Paul Moore: Gerry was my friend. I sat with him in class this last 
week. 


“Gerry receives the Mount Lassen Chapter Volunteer Recognition 
Award from Catie Bishop in December 2015. The “Ranger buttons” 
flowers on the award symbolize Gerry’s career as a Ranger.” 


Tom Resk: Gerry was one tough jarhead (USMC) who 
was seriously wounded in action, but recovered over 
time. His work a day stories of being directed "... to go 
into the mountains (with his pack animal) and don't come 
back “til the snow falls" were priceless. His knowledge 
about most everything related to the outdoors wove 
magic into every hike with the Native Plant Society. 
Simply a great and humble guy. 


Woody Elliott: 7 will sorely miss my San Francisco pal. 
Gerry had a full, eventful life until the end. Bye Gerry! 


Jennifer Jewell: Gerry was such an encouraging 
presence even from afar - he was always happy to chat, 
to be supportive, to engage in interesting conversation 
any time we met. He was a model of humanity in 
relationship with people and place. 
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Upcoming Events 


Water-Wise and Habitat-Friendly Garden Tour- CANCELLED 


Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden at Chico Creek Nature Center 


The next scheduled workday will be Thursday, April 16, at 1:00 p.m. (Time may change depending on weather, so please 
check with Deborah ahead of time (debhalfcent@yahoo.com). 


Last month, we asked for help confirming the identity of a tree in the garden labelled Prunus subcordata. As expected, the 
tree was determined to be Pyrus calleryana (Flowering Pear) which Cal IPC has not yet determined to be a high-risk 
invasive in California, but it is elsewhere in the US. The tree is scheduled to be removed. 


Our small tribe of gardenistas are excited to have CARD's complete approval, and promise of help, to enhance and enlarge 
the garden in any way the Mount Lassen Chapter sees fit. Planning has begun, with hopes of starting some phase of work 
this fall. If you have ideas about the direction or future organization of the garden, we'd appreciate hearing them. Currently, 
we are looking for a sign builder, as well as someone to advise us on making repairs to the existing pond. If you, or 
someone you know, have expertise in either of these skills, please let us know by emailing the above address. 


Patrick Ranch Lecture Series April 2 and 9 


Please check with the Master Gardeners or Patrick Ranch before 
attending these lectures. 


Patrick Ranch is hosting 2 lectures on the importance of pollinators and how gardeners 
can make their gardens more attractive to them. On April 24 John Whittlesey will 
present an overview of why pollinators are critical, and the relationship between flowers 
and flower visitors, along with ways to improve our gardens to be more wildlife 
friendly. On April 9th Rob Schlising will continue the discussion with a focus on native 
bees, their importance and how to encourage more bees into our gardens These lectures 
are to highlight and support the Patrick Ranch vision of building a bee/pollinator 
museum. Contact Patrick Ranch or Butte County Master Gardeners for more 
information. 


Bombus californicus on Salvia clevelandii 


Upcoming Workshop with the Friends of the Chico State Herbarium 


Introduction to Keying Manzanitas (Arctostaphylos, Ericaceae) April 25 with Tom Parker, Professor of Biology, SF 
State and Mike Vasey, Director, SF Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve. The workshop will run from 9a.m.- 4p.m. in 
129 Holt Hall at CSU, Chico. Registration fee is $110.00. Please register in advance. For information about registration 
please contact the Biology office at_(530)898-5356 or sscholten@csuchico.edu For more information about this and other 
upcoming workshops please contact: www. friendsofthechicostateherbarium.com/eventsviewcalendar/ 


Gateway Science Museum MWOW Talk 


Bloom Where You are Planted: Linnea Hanson will be speaking at 7pm on April 22 for Museum Without Walls at the 
Gateway Science Museum. She will talk about how she became a botanist, her career as a botanist, Northern California 
Botanists and the Friends of the Chico State Herbarium. The Gateway Science Museum is highlighting Ed Stuhl’s paintings 
of wildflowers this spring and Linnea will incorporate many of these paintings into her talk about several different 
wildflowers 
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Chico Science Fair 


Hesh Kaplan 


The 2020 Chico Science Fair was held at the Chico Masonic Center, February 25-28. For the 8th consecutive year the 
Mt. Lassen Chapter participated in the Fair. Hesh Kaplan judged the exhibits for excellence in plant science. Sharon 
Kaplan provided valuable assistance. The winners, who were awarded certificates and Mt. Lassen CNPS T-shirts, were: 


Rosemary Engstrom, Isr Grade, Parkview School, for “Effects of Salinity on Seed Growth in Marigolds.” 
Chloe Warner, 3rd Grade, Nord Country School, for “Can Plants Drink Coffee?” 

Peyton Fisher, 4th Grade, Chico Creek School, for “Does Guines Pig Poop Make Good Fertilizer.” 

Lia Barrera Mata, 5th Grade Cedarwood School, for “Does Temperature Affect the Growth of Plants?” 
Maisie Roberts, 5th Grade, Cedarwood School, for “Does Detergent in Water Affect a Plant’s Growth?” 
Grace Pfeiffer, 6th Grade, Notre Dame, for “Sweetened by the Sun?” 

Elia Barnes, 7th Grade, Notre Dame, for “Reveal the Red.” 


Jean Bungay, Kj, and Keysha Wilkerson, 8th Grade, Bidwell Jr. High, for “What Substance Keeps Cut 
Flowers Alive the Longest?” 


Floral Native Nursery 
14388 Meridian Road i T E E E 
Chico CA 95973 f r h Chico, CA 95928 
530 345-3121 
(530) 892-2511 e iil = FAX 345-5354 
: 42s flowerfloozie@sbcglobal.net 


www.theplantbarn.com 
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Lewisia triphylla photo by Kathy LaShure 


Membership Form 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 


I wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter 


Send Membership Application to: 


California Native Plant Society Student / Fixed Income 


Attn: Membership Individual 
2707 K Street, Suite 1 Plant Lover 
Sacramento, CA 95816-5130 Supporter .................. 


For memberships for organizations or to become a 
Perennial monthly sustainer contact CNPS.org 


P e the r 
Newsletter of the Mount Lassen Chapter 
CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 


Heaven in a Wildflower 


Flowers of the Mount Lassen Chapter Robert Fischer 


Stephanomeria lactucina Forest Wire Lettuce 


This flower belongs to the wildly expressive Asteraceae family. Plants in 
this family commonly have a flower-like structure, that is made of of 
many flowers, often of two kinds, ray and disk-flowers. The genus 
Stephanomeria only has ray-flowers so each akin (seed) has one strap- 
shaped ligule (petal) as do the dandelion and chicory. In the olden days’ 
asters were broken down into tribes (much like grass) to make keying such 
a large family a manageable chore. These tribes were related by 
morphological characteristics, not necessarily by evolutionary connection. 
This flower describes to the Chicory tribe because of the 5-toothed tip on 
each ligule and (had a leaf been pinched off) milky sap. 


Many species in the Aster family have a crown, called pappus, on top of 
the akin to aid in dispersal. People often recognize some flowers in their 
post-flowering stage before they recognize the actual flower. Classic 
examples are blow-wives, silver puffs, and even dandelions. The papas 
bristles on wire lettuce have an added quality called plumose (feathery), as 
seen in the photograph. 


You can find this lovely perennial herb in the mountains, centered in 
Northern California, on both sides of the valley from 3,000’ and up. A note 
attached to The Jepson Manual (TJM) description states that many 
individuals have reduced pollen fertility and rarely set seed. 


These pictures were taken a 
few miles east of Jonesville 
in mid-August by John 
Whittlesey 
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President 


Vice President 


Secretary 


Treasurer 


Past President 


HESH KAPLAN 


(530) 892-9938 


MARJORIE MCNAIRN 


(530) 343-2397 


DAVID POPP 
(530) 990-3703 


Officers & Chairs for 2020 


Officers 


NANCY PRAIZLER (530) 592-8078 
praizlermom@gmail.com 


DEB HALFPENNY 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 


(831) 595-7615 


KAREN SMITH 
birds4 ks@gmail.com 


(404) 242-8575 


ANNE FERRY 


PAUL MOORE 
pmoore@csuchico.edu 


(530) 343-4287 


Members at Large 
heshlak@gmail.com 


mlmcnairn@aol.com 


davidpopppp@gmail.com 


Chairs 


Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 


Chapter Council Delegate Pro Tem 


Conservation OPEN 


Education 
justinedevoe@gmail.com 


Events 
ngroshong47@gmail.com 


Field Trips 
mlmcnairn@aol.com 


Horticulture 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 


Hospitality 
rwceanfield@aol.com 


Invasive Plants OPEN 


Membership / Mailing 
crmueller111@gmail.com 


Newsletter Editor 
johnccnd@gmail.com 


Publicity 
wildflowermaven@comcast.net 


Volunteer Recognition 
mlmcnairn@aol.com 


Website Administrator OPEN 


May Executive Board Meeting 


Dear Friends, 
I hope you, your family and friends are all well. Due to the uncertain duration of the shelter-in-place order we 
plan to hold the Mount Lassen Chapter May 2020 Executive Board Meeting via video conference using Zoom. 
The teleconference will be held May 20 at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome. If you'd like to attend, please send an 

email to me at praizlermom(@gmail.com so I can send you an electronic invitation. 


Deb Halfpenny 
(831) 595-7615 


Woody Elliott 
(530) 588-2555 


Justine Devoe 
(530) 917-7891 


Nancy Groshong 
(530) 228-4670 


Marjorie McNairn 
(530) 343-2397 


Deb Halfpenny 
(831) 595-7615 


Roxane Canfield 
(530) 891-0427 


Chris Mueller 


John Whittlesey 
(530) 774-4955 


Cindy Weiner 
(530) 588-1906 


Marjorie McNairn 
(530) 343-2397 


We will be planning events and outings for future months so please check our website for information and 
contact numbers. We look forward to reconnecting with you in person or via teleconference soon. 

Best wishes, 

Nancy Praizler, President 
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With the state of National Emergency and our world changing daily, at this time all 


field trips and in-person meetings of the Mount Lassen Chapter are cancelled through 
May. 


Keep Connected with Mount. Lassen Chapter and CNPS 


During this remarkable time of physical social distancing due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
communication is more important than ever before. 


To ensure that you receive the latest information from the State CNPS office in 
Sacramento and from Mt. Lassen Chapter, please update your CNPS profile to include your 
email and check "Yes, I would like to receive email from California Native Plant Society" as 
Shown below. This will signal that it is okay for the Chapter and State CNPS office to email 
you occasional announcements or timely updates on changes to activities, as have been 
required by the current coronavirus crisis. Checking “Yes” does not mean that you will 
receive an abundance of emails from CNPS. You can revise your CNPS email preferences 
at any time. 


1. To create, view, or update your CNPS user profile online: 
Click on: My Profile on the header or Profile Login at the footer of CNPS.org 


If you have not created a CNPS user profile yet, click on: 
Sign up for your CNPS profile. 


If you already have a CNPS user profile, click on these options: 


| 
Plant Society (Flora and Fremontia magazines). 


Manage your email preferences. 
Check: Y I would lik r ive email from lifornia Native Plan 
Society in order to receive chapter email updates and the email version of 
The Pipevine newsletter. 


2. To update your chapter, second chapter, or chapter newsletter preference, 
please contact CNPS via cnps@cnps.org or 916-447-2677. Indicate your preference 
of email or paper chapter newsletters. 


For more information, click on Profile FAQs on the profile update pages or contact State 
CNPS staff (at email or phone above). 
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Observations in the Company of Flowers 


John Whittlesey 


Bumble Bees, Redbud and Lupine 


The rhythmic buzzing of bumble bees has been a balm for 
my soul this spring with all the uncertainty and chaos in 
the world. After a tense several weeks of travel I arrived 
home after dark and woke the next morning to the 
glorious sight of the 20’ tall redbud (Cercis occidentalis) 
in full bloom. The stunning display of crimson flowers 
was unexpected and gave me great pleasure and solace. 
Walking out onto the deck with my morning coffee, it was 
not just the sight of the redbud fully in flower that raised 
my spirits, but also the loud buzzing of the bees — all 
bumble bees moving methodically through flower laden 
Stems. 


For the next week, the redbud was the center of attention 
for a myriad of bumble bees. Judging by their size they 
were nearly all queens who were out in the early spring to 
not only feed and fatten themselves, but also, once a 
suitable nesting site had been selected, to provision that 
new nest for her first, soon-to-be workers. What is 
remarkable this spring is not just the number of queen 
bees, but also the diversity! The yellow-face bumble bee 
(Bombus vosnesenskii) 1s the most ubiquitous, frequently 
encountered bumble bee throughout much of the north 
state. Nearly identical and very difficult to tell apart is 
Van Dyke’s (B. vandykei, the species that nested under an 
old lawn mower here on the homestead last season), and 
the smaller, fuzzy looking black-tailed bumble bee (B. 
melanopygus), the earliest species to venture out in late 
winter/early spring. 


Bombus melanopygus 
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I was also very excited to have two, very large queens of 
Crotch’s bumble bee (B, crotchii). It was one of 4 bumble 
bee species petitioned for the California Endangered 
Species list in October of 2018, after suffering a roughly 
90% decline in abundance the past ten years. I’d seen 
them only occasionally on the homestead and here were 
two healthy looking queens feasting on the redbud pollen 
and nectar! They are one of the larger of our bumble bees. 
These two queens were nearly an inch long. 


Bombus crotchii queen 


As the redbud faded, the bumble bees focused on another 
plant in the Legume or Fabaceae family, Lupinus 
albifrons, (Silver Bush Lupine). Last year I’d planted 
three plants at the far end of the berms and they’d now 
grown into a massive display 8’ across of glistening silver 
foliage and lavender-purple flowers. For the past few 
weeks it has been alive with activity — nearly all bumble 
bees, Bombus vosnesenskii, B. vandykei, B. melanopygus, 
B. crotchii and B. californicus. Initially these were all 
queens (discernible because of their size) with the 
exception of B. malanopygus, who being the earliest of 
the bumble bees, had already produced some small 
worker females. 
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The lupine has evolved a couple of strategies that seems 
to increase its chances of being pollinated and producing 
viable seed. The first of these strategies is to hold onto its 
flowers even after they have been pollinated. The flowers 
don’t just wither and fall away as happens with many 
other plants. So after a couple of weeks of flowering 
maybe half of the flowers no longer have pollen for the 
bees, but from a distance, to the bee’s eye, it looks like a 
whole lot of flowers are there to collect pollen from. New 
flowers are opening daily and the older flowers are still 
attached to the lower part of the inflorescence. Pretty 


tricky. 


ai he - E pi 
ra Sy LENE be 


4 (A ga 
Whi 


This false advertising may seem a little unfair for the 
bees; however upon closer inspection, once the bees 
approach the flowers, the lupine has generously indicated 
which flowers have been pollinated telling the bees not to 
waste their time or energy. The flowers are arranged in 
whorls along vertical inflorescences and open 
sequentially from the bottom up. As the Lupinus albifrons 
flowers age and pollination is successful, the banner (the 
top petal) darkens from a pale lavender in young flowers 
to a deep purple-lavender color in older, pollinated ones. 
This color change directs the bees to avoid the older 
flowers which contain little reward in the way of pollen, 
guiding them to the young flowers full of pollen. 


It has been a little over two weeks since the lupine began 
to flower. The number of queen bees has lessened 
significantly while the numbers of the small worker bees 
are increasing daily. As I write this in mid April, today is 
the first day with no observations of queens of any 
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species. The early worker bees are less than half the size 
of the queens — a noticeable difference. And they are 
much quieter. The queens, depending on the species, emit 
quite a loud, low buzz. 


I wonder if any of the five species of bumble bees nesting 
sites will become known to me throughout the season. I 
wonder how many of the nests will be successful. With 
humans, bears, raccoons and skunks there are no 
guarantees. I will be exceedingly careful as I cut grass for 


Bombus vosnesenskii 


this coming season of fire prevention. Each rhythmic 
swing of the weed trimmer is exercised with heightened 
awareness, caution and concern for nesting bumble bees. I 
have watched many queens the past month scanning the 
ground for appropriate nesting sites and what I’ve learned 
is, their nests can be anywhere below the surface in the 
tall grass; in old rodent burrows, under clumps of grasses, 
under rocks and even under old lawnmowers. I wish them 
luck this year. I’m looking forward to seeing and hearing 
the buzzing of new queens foraging in the garden by 
summers end. 


A male Bombus californicus leaving the nest 
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Mount Lassen Chapter Wildflower Show 


The first Wildflower Show was held in 1986 as a fundraiser for our organization. It was so successful that it was 
repeated in 1987. Since then it's been put on every other year. For many years it was the primary fundraiser for the 
chapter. Recently, the Annie B campaign held by North Valley Community Foundation, followed by our fall 
fundraising appeal. have raised more money. Nevertheless, the Wildflower Show is an important tradition that 
involves many of our members and is our largest event for public outreach. 


There are several reasons for the show's decline in profitability. The cost of renting the CARD center has 
increased while our attendance is stagnant. There are many competing events held around the same time. Perhaps 
the show's format has become a bit stale. While many people volunteer to help on the day of the show, we have 
had trouble recruiting members to help with advance planning. 


Our last show was in April of 2019. If we want to continue the show in 2021, we need to reserve a venue soon. 
The CARD center requires a $500 deposit to reserve the space. We need people to come forward to help plan the 
show. There are guidelines on past shows you can follow, people who can advise you, and ideas on ways freshen 
up the show. We just need you! 


Please contact me via phone or email to discuss how you can help. 


Cindy Weiner 530-588-1906 
wildflowermaven@comcast.net 


Wildflower Sojourns in Northern California 


Kathy LaShure 


One of the most vivid books I’ve ever read is Gretel Ehrlich’s The Solace of Open Spaces (1985). It’s a slim volume 
of lyrical essays that brings to life the landscapes and people of her rural Wyoming home. The title of the book 
became a talisman for me over the years, with exploration of the Green World becoming a lasting source of 


healing and joy. 


But now, as I write in early April 2020, sheltering in place, that well-spring has been put on hold. For now my 
talisman has become “the solace of digital photos and my home garden.” Every day I spend a few minutes 
reviewing photos of plants and places that I’ve visited over the past 20 years. I’ve also spent more time, whole 
days even, puttering around in my garden. Now that it’s two years old there are new discoveries every few days. 


The kitchen garden is being planted for summer harvest. It’s the best way for me to put the news on hold. 


The Green World is waiting for us. 


View east of Paskenta Photo by Kathy Lashure 
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Volunteer Position Opportunities with Mount Lassen Chapter - CNPS 


Hi everyone. We have position openings for some important and creative positions at Mount Lassen 
Chapter. We’re an active chapter with great ideas about events and ways to interact with our 
community. As President, I’d like to invite you to join our friendly and interesting group. Pick the job 
you'd like to learn. It won’t take much of your time and you’ll get better acquainted with a nice group 
of people. Don’t worry if you’re new to native plants. There are plenty of people who’ll love to share 
what they know with you. 

Look at what’s available and when you find a job that interests you let me know via email at 


praizlermom@gmail.com. I look forward to hearing from you. 


Nancy Praizler, President 


Available positions: 


Website manager — we have a beautiful website maintained by a longtime member who is 
relocating. He’ll train you and perhaps you’ll have some new ideas for it. 

Luminate and Meetup manager — these are software programs we use to get the word out about 
events and meetings. Our current knowledgeable manager is also relocating and will offer 
training. 

Pipevine Newsletter Editor — we’ll miss our outgoing editor but invite anyone interested in 
continuing to work with our beautiful color newsletter to jump in. We’ll offer instruction, plus 
nicely-written articles, and beautiful photos to work with. 

Sales Chair — if you like talking to people this job is for you. Everyone likes to shop and we 
offer t-shirts, aprons, hats, books, posters and more. You get to purchase them and show them off 
at events, and of course sell them. 


Floral Native Nursery pear Kelly 


14388 Meridian Road NZ ne sal Cae 
Chico CA 95973 : | Chico, CA 95928 


530 345-3121 


(530) 892-2511 3 is arr cs) FAX 345-5354 


flowerfloozie@sbcglobal.net 


www.theplantbarn.com 


LITTLE RED HEN 
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Ceanothus velutinus and Mt. Shasta photo by Kathy LaShure 


Membership Form 


CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
I wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter 


Send Membership Application to: 


California Native Plant Society Student / Fixed Income 


Attn: Membership Individual 
2707 K Street, Suite 1 Plant Lover 
Sacramento, CA 95816-5130 Supporter .................. . $500 


For memberships for organizations or to become a 
Perennial monthly sustainer contact CNPS.org 


Lilium washingtonianum — WASHINGTON LILY. June begins its flowering season. This is a dry-habitat 
lily, up to 6 feet tall, which grows in the Klamath, Cascade and Sierra Nevada mountains, and the range 
extends into Oregon but not into the State of Washington. Rather it was named after Martha Washington 
when it was officially described in 1859. Large, showy, and aromatic describe these flowers growing in 
chaparral and the mixed conifer forests, beginning just above Forest Ranch and extending above 7000 feet 
into our mountains. While few native lilies thrive in gardens the Washington Lily has been ornamentally 


raised. Seeds and bulbs (more accurately described as scaly rhizomes) are commercially available. While its 
abundant nectar secretion draws many daytime insects it is the sphinx moth that proves to be the primary 
pollinator, and you might notice the flower’s odor strongest near dusk. Young plants and flower buds are 
desirable deer browse. Many of the lilies seen in the wild grow among woody shrubs where they are harder 


to reach. This picture was taken along the Oro-Quincy Highway between Bucks Lake and Oroville. 


“To see a World in a Grain of Sand 
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower 
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand 
And Eternity in an hour....” 
William Blake 
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Officers & Chairs for 2020 


Officers 


NANCY PRAIZLER (530) 592-8078 
praizlermom@gmail.com 


President 


DEB HALFPENNY 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 


Vice President (831) 595-7615 


KAREN SMITH 
birds4 ks@gmail.com 


Secretary (404) 242-8575 


OPEN 


PAUL MOORE 
pmoore@csuchico.edu 


Treasurer 


Past President (530) 343-4287 


Members at Large 


HESH KAPLAN 
(530) 892-9938 


MARJORIE MCNAIRN 
(530) 343-2397 


DAVID POPP 
(530) 990-3703 


heshlak@gmail.com 
mlmcnairn@aol.com 


davidpopppp@ gmail.com 


Dear friends, 


The June 2020 issue of the Pipevine will be 


Chairs 


Alice Hecker Native Plant Garden 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 


Chapter Council Delegate Pro Tem 


Conservation OPEN 


Education 
justinedevoe@gmail.com 


Events 
ngroshong47@gmail.com 


Field Trips 
mlmcnairn@aol.com 


Horticulture 
debhalfcent@yahoo.com 


Hospitality 
rwceanfield@aol.com 


Invasive Plants OPEN 


Membership / Mailing 
crmueller111@gmail.com 


Newsletter Editor 
johnccnd@gmail.com 


Publicity 
wildflowermaven@comcast.net 


Volunteer Recognition 
mlmcnairn@aol.com 


Website Administrator OPEN 


our last for a while. 


Deb Halfpenny 
(831) 595-7615 


Woody Elliott 
(530) 588-2555 


Justine Devoe 
(530) 917-7891 


Nancy Groshong 
(530) 228-4670 


Marjorie McNairn 
(530) 343-2397 


Deb Halfpenny 
(831) 595-7615 


Roxane Canfield 
(530) 891-0427 


Chris Mueller 


John Whittlesey 
(530) 774-4955 


Cindy Weiner 
(530) 588-1906 


Marjorie McNairn 
(530) 343-2397 


Our newsletter editor, John 


Whittlesey, has done great work preparing our Pipevine over the past months and is moving on to 
other pursuits. We wish him well but will miss him and the good work he’s done for us arranging 
the articles written by our members and the accompanying beautiful photographs. Until we find a 
new editor, we encourage you to look at our website: https://mountlassen.cnps.org for information 
about meetings and events once we are able to hold them again. 


We look forward to seeing you in the months ahead when health is restored to our nation and we 


can hike or learn from our speakers. 
Best wishes, 


Nancy Praizler, President 
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Spring - Summer Zoom Meetings: 


During this period of social distancing, Mt. Lassen Chapter is pleased to offer virtual programs to our membership and 
community. Each program about native plants or their habitats will take place with Zoom webinar and simultaneous 
broadcast to Facebook Live where it will reside for later viewing. Hesh Kaplan has recruited speakers for the following 


events which was much easier than scheduling the usual in person presentations for General Meetings at the Chico Branch 
Library on the first Wednesday of the month. 


Join us via the California Native Plant Society, Mount Lassen Chapter Facebook page or click on the Zoom virtual meeting 
link from the email you will receive within a day of the talk. For more information on the speakers go to chapter’s website. 


Ceanothus of Northern California 
Jeff Bisbee, 7:00 PM - Thursday May 28 via Zoom 


In this program, Jeff Bisbee will describe the two subgenera of Ceanothus, subgenus Ceanothus and subgenus Cerastes, 
but concentrate his talk on the Cerastes group. He will discuss the characteristics that separate these groups, mention 
some of the species from the subgenus Ceanothus that are found in northern California, then devote some time to 
Cerastes. To conclude, Jeff will describe techniques for raising Ceanothus from seed. 


New Calflora Tools for CNPS Users 
Cynthia Powell, 7 PM - Wednesday June 24 via Zoom 


Virtually join Calflora’s Executive Director Cynthia Powell to discuss new Calflora tools for CNPS Calflora users. 
Calflora’s plant database hosts over 2 million plant occurrences, some of which come directly from Mount Lassen CNPS 
members especially, David Popp!. Cynthia will cover Calflora’s new iNaturalist data feed, plant photo project, planting 


guide, population monitoring tools, email alerts, and speak more generally about the uses of Calflora for CNPS chapters. 


She would also like to know how Calflora can better serve the Mount Lassen CNPS Chapter and to answer any of your 
questions. 


The Pipevine and the Pipevine Swallowtail Butterfly 
Hesh Kaplan, 7:00 PM - Wednesday June 10 via Zoom 


The pipevine is nominally the official mascot of the Mount Lassen Chapter — CNPS and, incidentally the name 
of its Newsletter. In this talk, you will hear about the many special features of the pipevine and its trickery. The 
second part of the talk will focus on the Pipevine Swallowtail butterfly and its intimate relationship with the 
pipevine plant. The Swallowtail is also endowed with abundant trickery. 


Volunteer Position Opportunities with Mount Lassen Chapter 


Website manager — we have a beautiful website maintained by a longtime member who is relocating. He’ll 
train you and perhaps you’|l have some new ideas for it. 


Luminate and Meetup manager — these are software programs we use to get the word out about events and 
meetings. Our current knowledgeable manager is also relocating and will offer training. 


Pipevine Newsletter Editor — we’|l miss our outgoing editor but invite anyone interested in continuing to work 


with our beautiful color newsletter to jump in. We’ll offer instruction, plus nicely-written articles, and beautiful 
photos to work with. 
Sales Chair — if you like talking to people this job is for you. Everyone likes to shop and we offer t-shirts, 
aprons, hats, books, posters and more. You get to purchase them and show them off at events, and of course sell 
them. 
Treasurer - This important person manages the chapter's accounts and files quarterly and annual reports. 

If you're interested in any of these positions please send an email to 


Nancy Praizler at praizlermom@gmail.com. 
The Pipevine June 
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Go Beyond the California Poppies: 


Plant Seeds of Diverse Native Annuals in Your Garden 
By Rob Schlising 


Many people grow several annual species that are native to California, like 
Eschscholzia californica (California poppy) and Nemophila menziesii (Baby-blue 
eyes). But there are so many more native annuals that look great in gardens! 
Annuals, by definition, germinate their seed, grow, flower and produce new seeds 
all in a single growing season before they die. Six growing seasons in a small 
garden in urban Chico is the basis for this short essay. 


Sources of seeds, for native annuals. 
There are perhaps five major sources of annual seeds. 


1) Hardware and garden stores sell some seeds of a few native annuals, but most 
packets are mixtures of species—and often include seeds of non-Californian or Nemophila maculata (Five spot)—a cinch 
perennial plants. to flower early in the garden 

2) There are a few nurseries that provide mail-orders of young native annual 
plants—teady to plant out in the garden (e.g., Annie’s Annuals and Perennials, in 
Richmond, CA). The gardener can collect seeds from the matured plants, and this 
way can annually produce new crops of these species the next years. 

3) Sources of seeds can be sought on the internet. An excellent source is 
Seedhunt.com. The owner offers a long list of common and also unusual native 
annuals (and perennials). Again, seeds collected annually from matured plants can 
be kept going in the garden for years. 

4) Large populations in nature, as along dusty roadsides or on gravel bars, can 
sometimes provide a handful of seeds. But this sourcing absolutely needs to be 
respectful of property owners, and also should be from plants that (for sure!) are 
common species. 

5) Seeds can be obtained (or exchanged) from people already growing native 
annuals. For example, in November the author can be emailed 
rschlising@csuchico.edu for seeds of species shown in this essay. 


Layia platyglossa (Coastal tidytips) grows taller 
than Fremont’s tidytips found in the Valley. 


Five easily grown native spring annuals (shown to different scales) from left: Purple-bracted Streptanthus farnsworthianus (native to the 
southern Sierra Nevada foothills), Collinsia tinctoria (sticky Chinese houses), a dark form of Collinsia heterophylla (Chinese houses), 
Caulanthus inflatus (desert candles), and Lupinus microcarpus (chick lupine). 


The Pipevine June Page 4 


Hints for growing native annuals that flower in the spring. 


In some desert areas and in parts of California with Mediterranean climate (rainfall 
during the cool season), spring-flowering annual seeds germinate with the first major 
rains (perhaps 2-3 cm, roughly 1 inch). This pertains to the species already named, 
including those shown in the photos on the bottom of the preceding page. Seed 
germination (perhaps in November) produces tiny plants that grow slowly all winter 
and then bolt and flower when temperatures rise in spring. Most of these seedlings are 
not bothered by frosts or snails or slugs! 


If the winter lacks well-spaced and ample rains (like in 2020), the gardener will 
benefit by supplementing the soil moisture for annuals. Indeed, in the Sacramento 
Valley extra water will help native annuals become surprisingly huge when they 
flower. Similarly, some species that flower in the late spring can be kept flowering 
well into the summer with supplemental water (e.g., species of Clarkia). Many 
annuals will re-seed themselves. Also, it is easy to collect seeds into (boldly-labelled! ) 
envelopes (or—more elegantly—into coin envelopes). It is recommended that 
envelopes be kept in an un-cooled/unheated area (garage?) so that the dry seeds get 
the normal temperatures they receive outdoors in nature during the summer. 


Native annuals in the summer: 


There are several annual plants native to the Sacramento Valley and adjacent hills that 
have proven to do well in gardens in the summer, and are interesting, if not beautiful. 
Among them are Eriogonum vimineum (Wicker buckwheat), Trichostema lanceolatum 
(Vinegar weed), the native sunflower (Helianthus bolanderi), and—not shown— 
several types of Hemizonia and Dienandra (tarweeds), and Polanisia trachysperma 
(clammyweed). They all attract insects to their flowers! 


Drawbacks to growing native annuals? 


Annuals are annual: the gardener must count on the plants dying after flowering! 
There is dead phytomass that needs to be removed and composted, and resulting open 
gaps in the garden may then warrant insertion of new plants. What can work well is to 
have native perennials or horticultural plants already growing among the annuals that 
can quickly spread into those gaps. 


The take-home lesson: 


Trying out seeds of (other) native California annuals is perhaps a bit of work, but well 
worth the effort! The native annuals attract large numbers of insect flower visitors, and 
as a bonus, the gardener gets to see the interesting “baby stages” (e.g., the cotyledons 
and early leaves) of these native plants when started from seeds. 
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Clarkia rubicunda can keep growing 
well into summer (when watered). 


Eriogonum vimineum (Wicker buckwheat) 
has tiny pinkish flowers well into the fall. 


Trichostema lanceolatum (Vinegar 
weed) attracts bees all summer. 


Helianthus bolanderi (Bolander’s sunflower) 
can produce hundreds of heads for months. 
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Summer Field Trip Schedule 


Marjorie McNairn 


NOTE: Please check with Marjorie prior to a field trip 
to see if it has been cancelled due to social distancing. 


Rocky Pool, Deer Creek 
Lassen National Forest 
June 6, Saturday 


Meet at Chico Park & Ride at 9 am. Bring lunch/snacks, water, insect/sun protection and sturdy hiking shoes. Drive about an 
hour on Hwy 32 to just before the drop down to Deer Creek. Turn left on a dirt Forest Service Road for 6 miles to Deer 
Creek. The trail leads downstream for 2 miles past two streams to Rocky Pool, where swimming is pleasant on a hot day. 
Expect to see many wildflowers along the trail. Leader: Marjorie 530-343-2397 


Blue Lake and Rice Creek 
Lassen National Forest 
June 27, Saturday 


Meet at Chico Park & Ride at 8 am with lunch/snacks, water, insect/sun protection and 
sturdy hiking shoes. We will drive up the Deer Creek Canyon to Hwy 36 and turn off to 
drive past Wilson Lake to FR 29N18. If it is feasible we may do a car shuttle to hike up 
to lovely Blue Lake, on to Ridge Lake, then down Rice Creek canyon. We hope to see mountain wildflowers such as lupine, 
buckwheat and Penstemon, and small waterfalls along the canyon. Expect all day. Leader: Marjorie 530-343-2397 


Kennedy Meadows 
Lassen National Forest 
July 11, Saturday 


Meet at Chico Park & Ride at 9 am, or at the snowmobile parking lot near Jonesville at 10am. Wear footgear suitable for 
slogging in marshy ground and for short hikes. We will drive up Hwy 32 and turn off to Butte Meadows and Jonesville. We 
expect to see a great variety of wetland flowers camas, leopard lily, little elephant heads, veronica, tofieldia, and bog orchid. 
Also see the insect-eating sundews, and at Cherry Hill the cobra lilies (Darlingtonia). Leader: Marjorie 530-343-2397 


Deadfall Lakes 
Shasta-Trinity National Forest 
July 25, Saturday 


Meet at west lot of Chico Park & Ride (Hwy CA 99/32) in time to leave at 7:30 am. Bring lunch, 
water, sun/mosquito protection and clothing and boots for mountain hiking. Hike the PCT along 
the Trinity Divide. See a spectacular view of Mt. Shasta from the top of Mt. Eddy. See Lewisia 
leeana, gentian, rockfringe, pitcher plant and other rarities. Leader: John Whittlesey 530-774-4955 


Frog Mountain 
Lassen National Forest 
August 8, Saturday 


Meet at west lot of Chico Park & Ride (Hwy CA 99/32) in time to leave at 8:30 am. Bring water, lunch, insect/sun protection. 
We will drive up Hwy 32, drive through Butte Meadows to the trailhead near Humbug Summit. The trail climbs through mixed 
conifer about 600 feet in 3 miles to the highest point in Butte County. See great views, shrubs in 
bloom and a marshy area by a cool spring. Leader: Marjorie 530-343-2397 


Forest Lake and/or Brokeoff Mountain 
Lassen National Park 
August 22. Saturdav 


Meet at 8 am at Chico Park & Ride with water, lunch, insect/sun protection and good hiking 
shoes and adequate clothing. We will climb 2600’ to the top of Brokeoff Mountain. Superb 
views of Mt. Lassen, Elfin forest at the top with seven kinds of dwarf trees. Those not interested in the climb may stop at 
Forest Lake. Leader: Marjorie 530-343-2397 
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Mount Lassen Chapter Fall Plant Sale 


Date: Sunday, October 25, 2020 

Time: 10am - Ilam CNPS Members Only 
llam -2pm Open to the public 

Place: Chico Women's Club, 592 E. Third St., 


It's been a while, but the fall native plant sale is back! We will have a lot of beautiful plants available for your fall planting 
project, whether it's adding to your existing garden, or creating a new one from that water-guzzling lawn you've been 
threatening to remove. These summer months are the perfect time to turn off the irrigation, sheet mulch, and let the heat cook 
that lawn away - all in anticipation of the coming sale. 


At this sale, we will be bringing in high-quality commercially grown plants from wholesale growers outside of our area, 
plants from our local favorite, Floral Native Nursery, as well as more unusual plants grown by some of our generous chapter 
members. All together, these should provide a large selection of plants, including many selections not available in our other 
regional nurseries. 


- Volunteers will be needed to make this sale a success, so please consider being one of them. Sign-ups will begin in August 
or September. (BTW, volunteers will have first pick of plants!) 


- Special orders - If you have a detailed list of plants and quantities, or are just looking for that one hard-to-find plant, we 
will try to fill your order, based on grower availability. No guarantees. Please, send me your list by September 1 (see below). 


- Member growers & seed collectors - We will accept member-grown plants for our sale, but only if they are grown under 
strict guidelines to avoid the spread of Phytopthera. If you are interested, please contact me for the grower guidelines (see 
below). If you like to collect and save seed, we'd love to have seed to sell, too. 


If COVID-19 restrictions affect an in-person sale, we have the option to make the sale available online, with curbside pick-up. 
We will make a determination in this regard as the date gets closer. This sale is a fundraiser for Mt. Lassen Chapter, CNPS. 


Contact: Deb Halfpenny - debhalfcent@yahoo.com 


Denise Kelly 


Owner 


Floral Native Nursery 
14388 Meridian Road S e e T 
Chico CA 95973 i A LA Chico, CA 95928 
Aig ks a 530 345-3121 


(530) 892-2511 N A ii : FAX 345-5354 


flowerfloozie@sbcglobal.net 


www.theplantbarn.com 


LITTLE RED HEN 
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Pipevine Swallowtail on Ceanothus 


Membership Form 


CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
I wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter 


Send Membership Application to: 


California Native Plant Society Student / Fixed Income 


Attn: Membership Individual 


2707 K Street, Suite 1 Plant Lover 


Sacramento, CA 95816-5130 Supporter ................. 


For memberships for organizations or to become a 
Perennial monthly sustainer contact CNPS.org 
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